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District 9520’s relief project
ROTARY District 9520 is a group of clubs from

South Australia, New South Wales and Victoria

which has been running the Rotary Bushfire

Relief Project since November in 2009. 

The project began when District Governor

Dick Cuttle approached Rotarian Kevin Roberts

from Brownhill Creek Rotary Club to organise a

hands-on project to help provide relief in the

bushfire stricken areas of Victoria.

After visiting the Kinglake Ranges and

Traralgon areas, Mr Roberts returned with a pro-

posal to work with volunteer teams in both

regions, to be funded from District 9520’s

Disaster Fund.

The project was managed by Brownhill Creek

Rotary Club on behalf of all clubs in District 9520. 

Brownhill Creek set up a management com-

mittee and Mr Roberts was appointed project

manager and lived in the region on site with his

wife Shirley. 

Rotarian Bob Grant, also from Brownhill

Creek, co-ordinated the recruitment of volunteer

teams. 

Later Tony Shirley, from Noarlunga East

Rotary Club, was appointed relieving co-ordina-

tor and with his wife, Jannine, relieved the

Roberts for short periods.

The first stage of the project was successful

as teams worked on constructing temporary

accommodation, kilometres of fencing, wood

splitting and any job that would help families

affected by the fires move forward. 

On a job in Kinglake West, Mr Roberts met

Yea Rotarian, Terry Hubbard, and the possibili-

ty of Rotary District 9520 remaining in the area

and joining forces with Upper Goulburn

Landcare Network and the Uniting Church was

discussed.

So a successful community partnership was

formed between the Rotary Club of Yea, the

Uniting Church in Benalla, the Upper Goulburn

Landcare group and Rotary District 9520. 

The Rotary Club of Yea paid for volunteers’

accommodation, the Uniting Church provided a

tractor and full-time operator to drive posts and

clear fence lines, Upper Goulburn Landcare

Network found work for teams and Rotary

District 9520 provided volunteer teams, a full-

time professional fencer and money to help

families badly affected by the fires obtain mate-

rials for their fences.

The partnership provided an amazing syner-

gy and its outcomes were astonishing.

Three buildings for families to live in, more

than 40 kilometres of fencing, money, firewood,

supply of bird boxes, fence posts, clothes and

food were just some of the outcomes and today

it has passed more than $1 million worth of

relief work in the fire areas.

The greater network of Rotary clubs from

many regions has provided hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars in equipment, tools and cash to

other relief agencies such as BlazeAid, Global

Care, the Red Cross and Salvation Army to help

them do their important work. Some agencies

have moved on but Rotary has remained.

However it is now time for the Rotarians from

Rotary District 9520 to return home and to assist

in Australia’s flood areas. 

We will finalise the Rotary Bushfire Relief

Project on 30 June. 

We understand there is still great distress and

need in many parts of the bushfire regions but

our District is leaving in the knowledge that

there are many strong Rotary clubs in the areas

who will continue the work of Rotary for bush-

fire affected people. On behalf of all the volun-

teer teams and Rotary clubs, we wish all mem-

bers of the community well and a speedy recov-

ery and transformation to their normal lives. 

We thank our partners, every volunteer and

the communities for the encouragement and

assistance they have given us. 

We also acknowledge every club in Rotary

District 9520 and Rotary District 9790 for financ-

ing, managing and making this project possi-

ble.”

— Bill Giles

Chairman 

Rotary Victorian Bushfire Relief Project

Management Committee.  

Rotary Governors’ messages
Rotary District 9790

ON behalf of clubs and members of District 9790,

it is with great pleasure that I express our appre-

ciation and gratitude to the Rotarians from District

9520 who have regularly come to assist the farm-

ers and the many survivors of the February 2009

bushfires around Kinglake/Yea with fence rebuild-

ing and repair. 

It is without doubt that the assistance will aid

farmers’ recovery process from this disaster in

the knowledge that people from so far away

would give their time and money to provide

essential support in a task that can be lonely and

difficult but necessary to allow the farm to contin-

ue rebuilding. 

The efforts of the Rotarians from District 9520

are a great example of the family of Rotary at

work and Rotarians will remain for the long term

to provide assistance following a disaster.

As a result of the regular visits, a great partner-

ship and friendship has been formed between

the two Rotary districts. 

Once again, may I thank everyone concerned

for the support and contribution most sincerely. 

— Alan Anderson

Governor 2010 – 2011 

Rotary International District 9790

Rotary District 9520
ROTARIANS and Rotary Clubs from District 9520

are proud and privileged to have been able to

assist people and communities rebuild a future

during the last two-plus years. 

Many of us have spent time in the devastated

areas, meeting many people working very hard to

help their neighbours, while living in difficult cir-

cumstances and dealing with the physical and

emotional after-effects of the fires.

We have cried with some, laughed with many,

and come home in awe of the resilience and

strength of our Victorian neighbours individually

and in communities. So much so that many have

returned to work and cry and laugh a second and

even a third time.

We have been thanked by many, but perhaps

we should be thanking you for allowing us to be

part of your lives for even a short time. The rela-

tionships we have built with Victorian Rotarians

and with many other community groups in those

areas can only benefit us all into the future.

Unfortunately we know there will again be fires

or floods at some time in the future. Our experi-

ence working alongside you has given us the

opportunity to reflect on that likelihood, and to

understand how we can best respond when this

does occur. We also know that when Australians

anywhere are in need, you will provide as much

support as you are able.

We thank all those who have made our contri-
bution possible and, in particular, Rotarians Kevin
and Shirley Roberts and the Rotary Club of
Brownhill Creek for managing this project on
behalf of the district but, more importantly, for
those affected families and communities. 

We also thank our Victorian Rotary counter-
parts. We have enjoyed working with you and
appreciate your financial and local support. 

Our time here is almost at an end, but we do
have some money left. This will be used to sup-
port programs in areas that you have identified, in
conjunction with other Rotary districts from SA
and Victoria.

We wish you all well as you continue to work to
rebuild your ‘old’ communities, and perhaps
change them into ‘new’ communities. 

You can rest assured that our thoughts are with
you and that we are not going home to our fire
side and fishing rods. 

Many of our volunteers have already been
working in the flood areas in Queensland and
other areas. Our district has also committed to
support for the Cardross community near
Mildura.

Good luck, and thank you.

— Past District Governor

Dick Cuttle and Karina Cuttle,

PO Box 446

Birdwood, SA, 5234

To comment on this Rotary Project, email Bill Giles — Chairman of the Management committee at gilebc@senet.com.au or Kevin Roberts — Project Manager at ozzieallover@hotmail.com
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• Broken Hill South • Brownhill Creek  • Campbelltown • Coromandel Valley
• Darwin Sunrise • Edwardstown • Goolwa • Hallett Cove
• Kidman Park • Lane Cove • Noarlunga East • North Adelaide
• Onkaparinga • Victor Harbor • Wagga Wagga • Walkerville
 • Warrnambool • Yea

Landcare plays
major role

UPPER Goulburn Landcare Network

has played a major role in bushfire

recovery and with its environmental

expertise and experience with vol-

unteers.

Meeting at president Terry

Hubbard’s Strath Creek fire-affected

property within a fortnight of the

devastating fires, the network dis-

cussed how Landcare could help

those in need.

The network, which represents 12

Landcare groups – many of which

were severely impacted - held meet-

ings to hear what those affected in

the community saw as needs to

meet.

Among its achievements is

removal and rebuilding of fences,

more than 17,000 trees and shrubs

planted with more to come, nest

boxes distributed and installed and

spraying and removal of woody

weeds.

It has also held a number of well-

attended field and training days, and

has visited more than 200 properties

in Murrindindi and Mitchell Shires

to provide land management

advice.

UGLN fire recovery co-ordinator

Chris Cobern said the network had

worked on fencing projects across

Murrindindi Shire, including Buxton,

Narbethong, Strath Creek,

Flowerdale and the Kinglake

Ranges, and into parts of Mitchell

Shire at Wandong and Clonbinane.

“Rotary and the Uniting Church

have been our two major partners in

this project,” Mr Cobern said.

“As far as I’m concerned, fencing

is just a part of the job but it’s amaz-

ing how it helps people get back up

on their feet.”

Last year, the network took over

the costs of tractor hire and bought

a post driver for the fencing project.

A fencer and a teacher
Brian Huffen is a fencing contractor in

the Adelaide Hills who became

involved when a friend asked him to

join the first Rotary volunteer fencing

team to the Kinglake area four months

after the devastating 2009 bushfires. 

He was shocked by the extent of the

damage and the plight of survivors.

Returning home, he joined the

Rotary Club of Brownhill Creek. After

Rotary District 9520 moved into the

Victorian fire regions full time, he was

invited to join the volunteer team. 

Brian now works three weeks in

every month, returning home for a

week at the end of each month.

“This has been a selfless effort by

Brian,” Project manager Kevin Roberts

said.

“He is a new Rotarian and plays a

very crucial part in the Rotary Bushfire

Recovery Project. “It is an enormous

sacrifice to devote three weeks of

every month to helping other people

and to live away from his family for so

long, besides placing his own fence

contracting business on hold while he
assists other people.” 

Brian is an experienced teacher and

has taught fencing to apprentices in

TAFE colleges. 

He has transferred that skill to the
Rotary recovery project and instructs
Rotarians, volunteers and property
owners on how to construct fences

and gives advice on the most appropri-
ate fences.

“Brian became a critical player in
this project,” Mr Roberts said.

“He is a new Rotarian, but is the epit-
ome of the Rotary motto ‘Service
above self’. 

“His skills and unique humour are
valued by everyone who has been
associated with him and this project.”

Job done: Brian Huffen prepares to swing another gate.

Rotary achieves
its milestones

ROTARY District 9520 achieved sev-

eral milestones for its Rotary

Bushfire Recovery Project however

two in particular stand out. 

Project Manager Kevin Roberts

said Rotary had planned to send 250

volunteers to the Victorian fire

regions. 

He had hoped the teams might

achieve $1 million worth of relief

work for fire affected families,

although he expected the outcomes

to be a lot less.

In the last two weeks volunteer

teams from the partnership Rotary

formed with the Uniting Church and

Upper Goulburn Landcare Network,

have exceeded the $1 million mile-

stone and involved more than 450

volunteers.

Mr Roberts said it had been an

extraordinary outcome, reflecting

how well the three community

organisations had been able to work

together as a team for the communi-

ty.

Efforts were directed mainly

towards replacing burnt fences, but

Rotary has also been involved in the

construction of three buildings for

families’ accommodation, a cold

room to help a family re-establish its

market gardening business and

wood splitting. It has also supplied

fence posts from the Rotary Clubs in

the Mildura area and bird and pos-

sum boxes constructed by a special

needs group in Victor Harbor, SA, to

assist wildlife recovery. 

“Our teams will really do anything

that will help families move their

lives forward,” Mr Roberts said.

“The $1 million milestone has

been reached with the expenditure

by Rotary of less than $50,000,

which means for every dollar spent

the teams have been able to provide

$20 worth of relief assistance which

clearly demonstrates the power and

value of volunteers.”

“Rotary also came to the region

with its own funding, resources,

tools and equipment and did not

have to call upon the public or any

other agency to support or fund it.”

Mr Roberts said volunteer teams

also brought an intangible benefit for

many of the families they worked for

and which was impossible to place a

value on and all support agencies,

not just Rotary provided similar ben-

efits. 

“It came in the form of a willing-

ness to sit down and listen and to

provide some friendly words or a pat

on the back for many Australians

who were doing it tough,” he said.

“In times of natural disaster peo-

ple and families are placed under

enormous mental stress and the

teams have seen this manifest itself

in many ways. 

“Rotary Districts 9520, 9500 and

the region’s own local Rotary

District 9790 are jointly planning an

initiative to help affected communi-

ties deal with some of the stress

related issues. 

“More information about this will

be announced in the future. 

“But if the presence of any volun-

teer or actions of any team in the

past 18 months have helped just one

person cope with their difficult situa-

tions, then the efforts of the volun-

teer teams and every minute and

dollar spent will have been well

worth it.”

Fence allows
horses to return

FOR Andie Martin, having

her beloved horses around

her on her Kinglake proper-

ty was almost more impor-

tant than what she lived in.

With nine of her beloved

horses killed in the Black

Saturday bushfires, Andie

faced the overwhelming

task of rebuilding her life,

her home, shedding and

equine facilities, and three

aged mares on agistment

until fencing could be con-

structed.

She met the Rotary

Bushfire Recovery Project

team through contact with

BlazeAid and the team was

able to erect initial fencing

“so I could get my old girls

back home”.

“I’ve had great help from

them; they’ve been fantas-

tic,” Andie said.

“I’ve had four different

teams of volunteers here

and there hasn’t been one

that that I haven’t been total-

ly comfortable with.

“They offer you a lot of

support and kindness and

it’s just wonderful.”

As well, the team has

built a verandah with deck-

ing on to Andie’s temporary

home – a converted

portable classroom – to give

some shelter from the ele-

ments in summer and win-

ter.

“They got a builder in

from one of their teams and

next thing you know, here it

is with decking that I wasn’t

expecting,” she said.

“It will make a great differ-

ence in winter and in sum-

mer too, and it gives me an

outdoor room as well.”

Helping hand: Andie Martin with John Price, an
Edwardstown Rotary Club member who joined the volun-
teer team to help Andie get back on with life in Kinglake.

Volunteering around the world
JOHN Price (pictured above right)  is an

electrician and member of the Rotary

Club of Edwardstown in Adelaide for the

past 12 years.

John has been a volunteer on nine

overseas aid trips, installing medical

equipment in hospitals and electrical

wiring in schools in Nepal, Mongolia, Sri

Lanka and Fiji. 

Most of these trips were with the

Rotary Australian World Community

Service arm.

John first became involved with the

bushfire relief project when his club dis-

tributed clothing and household articles

to  families in Traralgon. 

That project, valued at more than

$70,000, was funded from the Rotary

District 9520 Disaster fund, like the

Bushfire Recovery Project. 

After that, John responded to a message

in the District Governor’s newsletter and

formed a team of Rotarians from Wagga

Wagga and Warrnambool, who worked in

Traralgon and the Kinglake Ranges.

He said he liked the concept of Rotary

running a bushfire recovery project and

could see where relief money from the

clubs was being used. 

He also liked working in a partnership

with other community bodies. 

After finishing his volunteer period

with Rotary in the fire regions, he plans

to return to Central Nepal to help build a

TAFE College, catering for trade, nursing

and agricultural students. 
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An experienced team

ROTARY bushfire Recovery Project

manager, Kevin Roberts, is an expe-

rienced Rotarian.  

A builder by trade and retired TAFE

lecturer and manager from Adelaide,

Kevin and his wife, Shirley, have been

working in the Victorian bushfire

regions for more than two years.

Kevin said he and Shirley just felt

they had to come to Victoria.

“It’s about being an Australian and

helping your mates and it’s also

about being a Rotarian and doing

your bit.”

“It has given us the opportunity to

get in close to some brave

Australians, to stand with them and

try and help them forward and to

see first hand the terrible havoc

nature at times is capable of visiting

upon our communities,” he said. 

“But this project is not about us or

any other individual; most impor-

tantly it’s about helping bushfire

affected Australians, who, unless

you have been here, you can’t even

imagine what they have been

through. 

“It’s also about our partners in the

project the Uniting Church, Upper

Goulburn Landcare Network and the

Rotary Club of Yea. 

“We must not forget our clubs

from Rotary District 9520 and all

around Australia who provided our

funds and many of the volunteers. 

“I would also like to acknowledge

the people outside Rotary who

joined the volunteer teams, provided

us with equipment and advice and

put their hand on our shoulders and

encouraged us to keep going. 

“Not one metre of fence could

have been constructed or one scant-

ling of timber erected without our

partners or volunteers and I thank

them all.

I would particulary like to thank

Tony Shirley and his wife Janine,

whose work as relief co-ordinator

and team chef enabled Shirley and I

to take much needed breaks

I also ackowledge a colleague

from my own Rotary Club, Brownhill

Creek, Bob Grant, a friend to all ded-

icated Rotarian recruited most of the

volunteers to come here and worked

in the fire areas for six weeks him-

self.

“It’s been a tough slog at times

and not all that easy, but Shirley and

I had the backing of enormous

resources from Rotary and a dedi-

cated management committee and

team and were privileged to come

here and help.

“We shall never forget this experi-

ence and the people of Kinglake

Ranges and all the fire areas. 

“When we come down out of the

mountains, for the last time, we will

shed a tear or two ourselves.”

Team leaders: Rotary Bushfire Recovery Team manager Kevin
Roberts (right) and relieving co-ordinator Tony Shirley.

Posts from the
Riverlands

ROTARY clubs from along the River

Murray have played their part in the

bushfire recovery project. 

Clubs from the Mildura region

sent posts by the semi-trailer load to

the fire regions and entrusted them

to BlazeAid to distribute. 

Stored at East Kilmore, they were

handled with a donated four-wheel-

drive tractor.

Rotary Club of Noarlunga East

member Michael Ineson, who

donated the tractor, downplayed the

gift as an item he no longer needed

for his concrete sleeper business.

“It was just sitting in the yard gath-

ering dust, so this got it out of my

way,” Mr Ineson said.

Rotary project manager, Kevin

Roberts, said the posts were given to

people finding it difficult to buy fenc-

ing materials. 

“Many people who are doing it

tough have taken the opportunity to

build fences with them.” 

Big gift: Michael Ineson (left) with Kilmore East property owner Bob
Dowell with the donated four-wheel-drive tractor  that is used to move
fence posts donated by Rotary clubs in the Mildura region.

Women play vital role
SHIRLEY Roberts provides an example of the sig-

nificant contribution women have made to

Rotary’s work.

As the wife of Rotary Bushfire Project Recovery

manager Kevin Roberts, Shirley came to the fire

affected regions in June 2009. 

“There have been many females who have

joined the men as volunteers and have worked

very capably building and repairing fences, clear-

ing fence lines, splitting wood and constructing

homes and buildings,” Kevin said. 

“Most importantly they are able to offer a friend-

ly ear and show a lot of empathy and compassion

to people who are still struggling to move on from

this disaster.

“Shirley works with other volunteers until late

afternoon and often returns to the team’s

bunkhouse to prepare an evening meal for up to

15 people at a time.”

While she has found the experience rewarding,

challenging and “and a lot of fun”, Mrs Roberts

said there had been some emotional moments.

Mrs Roberts has been associated with Rotary,

supporting Kevin for more than 27 years. 

An honorary Rotary member for many years,

Mrs Roberts joined the Rotary Club of Brownhill

Creek in her own right two years ago.

Shirley was awarded one of Rotary’s most pres-

tigious honours, a Paul Harris Fellowship, in 1992

and received a second award for her work in the

bushfire affected areas of Victoria from Rotary

District 9520 Governor Dick Cuttle in 2010. 

Work to be done:
Shirley Roberts (right)
and Anne Cross help
with replace fencing
at a Kilmore East
property.

Corporate volunteers
MANY large companies have played

an important role in the bushfire

recovery.

Large corporate bodies such as

the Ford Motor Corporation, NAB

and Ernst and Young sent teams of

employees and staff to work on dif-

ferent sites. 

Those companies allow their staff

special leave to work on community

service projects such as this.

Rotary Bushfire Recovery Project

Manager Kevin Roberts said the con-

cept was great. 

“It puts a number of younger legs

on the ground and we can use them

in situations where older volunteers

find the going tough, like working on

steeper ground, doing heavier work

and clearing fence lines or working

on much longer fences,” he said. 

“It is a really valuable and practi-

cal concept and we applaud the cor-

porates for encouraging their staff to

participate.”  

Church unites
with teams

IT IS my great pleasure to acknowledge the won-

derful co-operation of four organisations involved

in bushfire recovery: the Rotary Club of Yea

together with Rotary clubs from South Australia,

Victoria and NSW within district 9520; the Upper

Goulburn Landcare Network and the Uniting

Church Fencing Project. 

These groups joined together to rebuild fencing

destroyed in the February 2009 Black Saturday

Bushfires. 

Following a church service in Strath Creek the

weekend after the fires, two members of the

Benalla Uniting Church, Alan Stafford and Don

Gill embarked on a project to assist fire affected

people with a band of volunteers. 

Through funds from the Uniting Church SHARE

APPEAL, they acquired the hire of a tractor, a post

driver, a trailer equipped with a compressor and

other work tools, and in mid-March started work

in Strath Creek as the first step in their epic expe-

dition into their fencing venture.

Since April 2009, Alan Stafford has been the co-

ordinator of the Uniting Church Fencing Project. 

As well as liaising with landowners, Alan has

trained hundreds of volunteers to erect fences in

the fire-affected communities. 

Throughout this time, the Uniting Church

Fencing Project has worked closely with local

organizations such as Landcare and the Rotary

Club of Yea. 

As well, Rotary District 9520 provided a major

source of volunteers and resources. 

It was a Darwin Rotary member who witnessed

Alan’s work first hand and nominated him for the

Rotary award as a Paul Harris Fellow – an award

given as a tribute to one whose life demonstrates

a significant contribution to humanitarian and

educational programs and the shared purposes of

the Rotary Foundation. 

Alan lives in Benalla, and for more than two

years has volunteered his services co-ordinating

the fencing project. 

He has unselfishly worked three to five days a

week since the fires and has travelled to Strath

Creek, Glenburn and Flowerdale, across the

Kinglake Ranges, to Marysville and the Triangle,

as well as Tooma, near Corryong, involving thou-

sands of kilometres of personal travel and time

away from home. 

With Alan’s leadership, the combined efforts of

individuals and groups have gained high respect

in many communities, and the property owners

have been incredibly appreciative of the contribu-

tion of these teams to their recovery. 

To quote a recipient of the fencing crew’s serv-

ices: “Not only have you mended fences, but

more importantly you and your crew have mend-

ed lives, hearts, minds and spirits – and thus the

very fabric of human nature which was more than

a little scorched!” 

Rev David Howie

Community Minister for Fire Affected Region

Uniting Church in Australia

United team: Alan Stafford (left) and Upper
Goulburn Landcare Network  Fire Recovery
Project Officer Chris Cobern
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Noarlunga East
Pleased to assist

fire survivors in the
Victorian Fire areas 

Proudly coordinating volunteer input to the 

 

2009 Bushfire Recovery Program

 
 

Bushfire Recovery Coordinator: Chris Cobern—0413 855 490
 

Shop 5/10 High Street Yea 3717

UGLN sincerely thanks Rotary for its assistance with
 our Bushfire Recovery Fencing Program

The Uniting Church
Assisting the community

and partnering
Rotary in the

Rotary Bushfire
Recovery Project

Rotary District 9520 has been privileged to support the fire affected communities in the Victorian Bushfire Areas.

We are leaving the fire regions on June 30, 2011, and wish all members of the communities well in the future.
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Special
bird boxes
A GROUP of young people with special needs in

Victor Harbor, SA has constructed 130 bird and

possum boxes for the fire regions of Victoria.

The boxes were constructed in the group’s

workshop and transported to Kinglake by

Rotarian Neville Willis from the Rotary Club of

Victor Harbour.

The boxes were given to the Wildhaven

Sanctuary and Upper Goulburn Landcare

Network for use and distribution.

Many species of birds and wildlife were deci-

mated and left with limited places to breed. The

boxes provide an alternative, safe haven for the

birds and animals to nest and breed.

Yea plays
its part

THE Rotary Club of Yea has made a huge contri-

bution to bushfire recovery in the region by lead-

ing, organising and assisting with many projects

across the fire-affected region since Black

Saturday bushfires in 2009. 

To assist with the Rotary Bushfire Recovery

Project, it provided or organised accommodation

for most of the long-term fencing volunteers who

have rebuilt fencing and continue to work in the

community. 

The Rotary Club of Yea has gained great satis-

faction helping its community and has enjoyed

the development of strong and lasting friendships

with many donating clubs from throughout

Australia. 

A note from Noarlunga East 
IT MIGHT be easy to forget the 2009 Victorian

bushfires, particularly during the past six months

when the national media focus has turned to

floods and away from the communities ravaged

by fires.

Some might think, like I did, that these fires

were more than two years ago and it must be all

okay now. It’s not.

The hurt is still there; the suffering, the guilt of

why my neighbors/friends and not me, is all still

there. 

While the bush is regenerating and there is an

abundance of feed in the paddocks from recent

rains, the mental scars are all around and you

don’t have to scratch hard before the anguish

comes pouring out.

Kevin Roberts and Tony Shirley, Rotarians from

Brownhill Creek and Noarlunga East, along with

partners Shirley and Jannine have experienced

this on an almost daily basis; Kevin for two years

and Tony for the last eight months. You can see

the mental and physical exhaustion is almost at

breaking point for these guys.

Murray Stinson, Michael Ineson and I along

with Rotarians from Goolwa and Edwardstown

spent a week in the Flowerdale and Kinglake area

as one of the last teams of Rotarians from South

Australia to contribute to the fencing program

before it ends in June. 

We were privileged to help Carol Pullar and

Noel Baker and market gardeners, the Singh fam-

ily, all from the Kinglake area. 

While Carol and Noel are neighbors and have

differing views on land management they have in

common a love for their land and their commu-

nity.

I attended a District 9520 Group 5 combined

meeting on my return and gave a brief overview

of what we had done during the previous week. 

My thanks go to Kevin and Shirley, Tony and

Jannine for their incredible energies and devo-

tion to this project.

Rotary, the quiet achievers.

Bill Walsh,

Rotary Club of Noarlunga East

District 9520

Family gets back to business
WHEN the Black Saturday bushfires raced

through the Kinglake Ranges, the Singh family

lost sheds, machinery and equipment, a huge

cool room, irrigation infrastructure, packing

boxes, fertilisers and virtually everything needed

to support its thriving produce business, not to

mention crops.

Ineligible for government assistance, the family

struggled desperately to rebuild the business they

had worked hard for more than 13 years to estab-

lish.

It seemed an impossible task until the Rotary

Bushfire Recovery Project team turned up.

Not only did the team erect fencing to allow

restocking of cattle, it also provided expertise

needed to rebuild its cool room.

“We are working people and if the shed is up,

we can start working again,” Charnamat Singh

said.

“Kevin offered his team to work with us and

together we were able to do a really good job.”

Fence for family: (from left) Charnamat Singh and his brother, Mukhtar and father Piara are
pleased with the new fence on their Kinglake farm.

Rotary Club of Goolwa

SOME volunteer teams made more than one

trip to the bushfire regions. 

Kevin Cross and Malcolm Milne, volunteers

from the Rotary Club of Goolwa, a tiny town

near the Murray Mouth in South Australia, have

made the trip twice.

Both long term Rotarians, Kevin is a marine

engineer and Malcolm an electrical engineer. 

Malcolm, a keen motorcyclist, has ridden his

motorcycle from Adelaide to Kinglake on both

occasions. 

Kevin travelled in a more sedate manner in

his car with his wife Anne, also a volunteer.

The fourth member of their club to come was

Dig Traeger who is an earthmoving contractor

from Middleton, near Goolwa. 

Dig developed a reputation as a character with

a repertoire of stories and jokes long enough to

last a week without repeating any story.

The team came across to Kinglake in

response to the volunteer recruiting co-ordina-

tor Bob Grant. 

They enjoyed all aspects - the physical work,

fellowship at the end of the day and knowing

they had assisted people in real need. 

As Rotarians they will take their experiences

back to their Rotary club and community to let

them know what people are going through.

Goolwa team: Some of the Goolwa Rotarians who worked on the fencing project are
(from left) Kevin Cross, Malcolm Milne, Anne Cross and Dig Traeger.


